GLOSSARY

Field Placement (a.k.a. field practice, internship, field practicum) – The placement of a student in a real world setting that gives the student an educational experience in direct public health work. 

Field Placement Coordinator (FPC) – GSPH faculty responsible for program development and implementation, assisting students and preceptors through the field placement process. 

Field Placement Planning Form (FPPF) – This required form is to be completed by the student after meeting with the field supervisor and contains key information regarding field placement site, supervisor, learning objectives and major tasks/responsibilities. Must be signed by student/field supervisor and submitted to the FPC prior to the student working. 

Field Supervisor (a.k.a. Field Practice Supervisor) –Individual employed by the field agency that is in a management-level position and responsible for direct oversight of the student. This individual is responsible for delegation and observation of activities, regular meetings with the student and evaluation of the student at the end of the practicum. 

Internship – A position or program that allows a student or recent graduate to gain training in a profession. Internships provide opportunities for students to increase their “hire ability”, apply knowledge gained from academics, determine if they have an interest in a particular career field, create a network of contacts, and/or gain course credit. Internships last one to two semesters. 

Preceptor (a.k.a., Agency Site, Field Site). The agency/organization where the practicum will take place.

Professional Liability Insurance -  Known as malpractice coverage; this protects students against liability for damages and cost of defense based upon his/her alleged or real professional errors and omissions or mistakes. Students are required to show proof of coverage (either through field site or purchased policy).

Public Health - The science and art of protecting and improving the health of communities or populations through education, promotion of healthy lifestyles and research for disease and injury prevention. Differs from medical care in that medical care consists of the treatment of individual patient for specific illnesses or diseases, whereas public health primarily focuses on preventing/managing disease/injury in the whole population or community. 
Service-Learning Agreement – A formal agreement between the preceptor and the university (SDSU). This agreement is a standard template developed and approved by the SDSU Contracts and Procurement Department. Sites with agreements on file will ensure coverage of Professional Liability coverage for the students through the SDSU Student Professional Liability Insurance Program (SPLIP).
